
eR District is recognized for 
making 'Green St ides' 
by June Portnoy 

The U.S. Depart
ment of Education 
Green Ribbon Schools 
(ED-GRS) and its 

Green Strides outreach initia
tive recognized the Council 
Rock School District last month 
during its "Real-World Learn
ing" 2016 Green Strides Tour. 

This three-day tour stopped 
at Goodnoe Elementary School 
in Newtown. on September 
28th, where students repre
senting kindergarten through 
12th grades from elementary, 
middle and high schools in the 
district, along with community 
partners, showcased their 
green environmental and sus
tainable projects in a science 
fair environment. 

Council Rock was chosen to 
be a part of this tour because 

Holland Middle School representing its Stream Study for its environmental science curriculum. Pictured 
from left, Nick CarY,. Alex Cucinotta, and Brandon Purdy. 

it earned the designation of a 
Green Ribbon School District in 

2014. 
Although they were rec-

ognized at that time for their 
accomplishment, the tour 
was another opportunity for 
students district-wide to share 
some of their many recent ac
complishments. 

The Green Ribbon School 
District Award recognizes work 
in three main areas, referred 
to as pillars, and Include: pillar 
1, reduce and environmental 
impact and energy efficient; pil
lar 2, positive impact on health; 
and pillar three, performance of 
students and staff and effective 
environmental and sustainable 
education. 

liThe purpose oftoday is 
to celebrate all of our green 
environmental and sustainable 
initiatives, so this showcase re
ally relates to pillar three," said 
Suzanne Loftus, the District's 
Technology Integration Special
ist. 

Suzanne, along with Renee 
Devlin, Council Rock's District 
Science Curriculum Coordina
tor, and Nicole Lieberman, Go 
Green Team Chair for the 
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school district and sixth grade 
science teacher at Goodnoe El
ementary School, were the key 
people responsible for making 
this district-wide expo possible 
for the Green Strides Tour. 

"The U.S. Department of 
Education asked us to host this 
event to represent our district 
and we are honored, said 
Renee. "Representatives from 
the Federal and State Board of 
Education are here to see some 
examples of what we are proud 
of in regards to STEM and sus
tainable education throughout 
our district." 

"We are hoping that all these 
green initiatives will inspire 
our students to continue to be 
green in their lives, to have ca
reers where they can incorpo
rate STEM and to build careers 
based on the things they have 
done here," said Mrs. Nicole 
Lieberman. 

Students of all ages were 
happy to share the details of 
their "green" projects with 
guests as they stopped by their 
tables. 

Zac Rasheed and Kelsey 
McGrath, sixth graders in the 
STEM Program at Sol Feinstone 
Elementary School, showed 
how they created an ecofriend
Iy building using K'Nex for a 
STEM Challenge. 

Nick Cary, Alex Cucinotta and 
Brandon Purdy, eighth graders 
representing Holland Middle 
School's Stream Study for their 
school's Environmental Science 
Curriculum, explained how they 
go to a nearby creek to do a full 
physical assessment. 

Twelfth-grader Theresa 
Dempsey, one of several Coun
cil Rock High School North 
AP Environmental Science 
Students manning their table, 
described how they created 
terrestrial and water bio
bottles. 

Goodnoe Elementary 
School's Principal Nicole Craw
ford said, "Not only are these 
students able to articulate what 
they have done, they have a 
chance to walk around and see 
what's being done at other ele
mentary schools, and the great 
work being done at the middle 
and high school levels. It's re
ally impressive, and I think it's 
inspiring to our students." 

The culmination of the day 
was when special guests, David 
A Bauman, Ed. D., Science Edu
cation Advisor at the Pennsyl-

vania Department of Education, 
and Andrea Sua rei Falken, 
Director of U.S. Department 
of Education Green Ribbon 
Schools at the United States 
Department of Education, ar
rived at Goodnoe. 

Andrea said, "When I walk 
around these tables, these kids 
are prepared. They know this 
stuff; they own this stuff. It's 
not rote memorization. They 
learned it, so even if I didn't 
make it around to their table, 
they presented to somebody. 
They are learning presentation 
skills. They are learning about 
their environment, but overall, 
being a green school, they learn 
from their school building and 
they learn from their grounds. 
Most importantly, they learn 
that what they do in their 
school and every day matters to 
their community, and ultimate
ly, to their planet." 

While introducing David to 
the stage, Superintendent Rob
ert Frasier, Ed. D., said, "We are 
showcasing precisely what we 
are most proud of in this school 
district and that is our students, 

their work and the teachers and 
other staff members who work 
with them. 

"We are so proud to be a 
Green Ribbon School District 
and all of the efforts we have 
going on that take place in and 
out of the classrooms." 

While addressing the entire 
gym, David said, "When I talk 
to the students here, I.am 
absolutely amazed because you 
are doing exactly what we are 
hoping will happen all across 
the state. The students have 
done the projects and they are 
telling me exactly what they 
have done. 

"The fact that the students 
are the ones explaining their 
projects tells me that they are 
student-driven. That also tells 
me that the faculty and admin
istration at Council Rock, you 
are amazing as well. 

"You should be incredibly 
proud of what you've accom
plished. We're incredibly proud 
of you. Thank you for being 
such a role model to all the 
schools in Pennsylvania." 
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